Junior reading: Reading to children and independent reading at home

Handout C for parents

Key messages – Organising reading 

Read to your child every day, either in English or in your language. If possible set time aside to make it a regular routine. 

Have older brothers or sisters read to your child sometimes. 

Read both fiction and non-fiction to your child.

Visit the local library during the holidays and listen to storytime, if they have it.

Encourage your child to have their own library card and get books out regularly.

Read things such as – out of the newspaper, directions for a recipe, the back of a seed packet, notices and signs, so that your child can understand the importance of reading in practical situations.

Play with the words in the book – for example, say them in different tones of voice or think of silly rhymes for them.

Use the language already in the book when you talk about it. This helps your child learn and remember new words. 

Your child could listen to stories on C.D or tape.

You could read blogs, websites, or emails from extended family in your own language.

Organise a reading lamp for your child so that reading can be a relaxing time before he or she goes to sleep.

Most of all, make reading fun.
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